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1 . This intemational preliminary examination report has been prepared by this Intemational Preliminary Examining Autiiority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this covct sheet 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
Amended and are Ae basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before tiiis Authonty (see Ride 



Thisi 

amended t . 

70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCX). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion witii regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial ^licability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabiUty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects m the intemational application 
Certain observations on the intemational application 
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Intd^psnal application No. 

PCT/FR2003/001853 



L Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the mtemational application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1-8^ 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



1-25 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 



1/3-3/3 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed witii tibie letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



filed witii the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

These elements were available or fimiished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ the language of a translation fiimished for die purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. Wtdi regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international q>plication in computer readable form. 

fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fumished. 

Ihe statement that the information recorded m conq>uter readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

die claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendm^ts had not been made, since diey have been considered to go 
— beyond die disclosure as filed, as indicated in die Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets whidi have been fitmished to the receiving Office in response to cut invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70J7), 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be r^erred to under item 1 tmd annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-25 



1-25 



1-25 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1, Reference is made to the following document: 



Dl: FR-A-2 739 406, cited in the application. 

2. Dl, which is considered to be the most relevant 

prior art, discloses (see abstract and figures 1 to 
3; the references between parentheses apply to said 
document) : 



a system for fastening a panel (13) of fragile 
material to a supporting structure (6), including at 
least one fastening at a specific point engaging at 
least a first contact area provided in said panel 
(13) . 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from this 
known device in that: 

Said fastening at a specific point comprises at 
least a first anchoring portion on a first contact 
area and a second anchoring portion on a second 
contact area on the panel- The first and second 
anchoring portions are connected by at least one 
adjusting device for causing the first and second 
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anchoring portions to engage the first and second 
contact areas, respectively, and are positioned in 
the plane of the panel. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

3. In Dl, the fastening system is positioned 
perpendicular to the plane of the panel, 
consequently creating an additional space between 
the supporting structure and the plane of the panel. 
As a consequence of installing the fastening in such 
a way that it projects from plane of the panel, a 
moment is generated that impairs its longevity. 

The problem that the present invention is intended 
to solve is therefore that of preventing a moment 
from being generated on the fastening. 

Locating both anchoring areas in the plane of the 
panel directs the loads resulting from the 
attachment to the supporting structure in the plane 
of the panel and thereby prevents a moment from 
being generated. 

The proposed alteration is not suggested in the 
prior art and cannot be derived in an obvious manner 
theref rom. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 is 
inventive (PCT Article 33(3)). 

4. Since claims 2 to 22 are dependent on claim 1, the 
subject matter thereof is also novel and inventive. 
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6. 

7. 
8. 



The subject matter of claims 23 to 25 is also novel 
and involves an inventive step^ since it relates to 
an application incorporating a fastening system 
according to one of claims 1 to 22. 

The subject matter of claims 1 to 25 is industrially 
applicable (POT Article 33(4)). 

Additional observations 

Claim 17 is considered to be dependent on claim 13. 

The subject matter of claim 25 is considered to 
include a fastening system according to any of 
claims 1 to 22. 
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R6f6rence du dossier du ddposant ou du 
mandataire 


Dm IR Ql IITP A noMMPR ^^^^ notification de transmission du rapport d'examen 
rv^un ouiic A uv^iMiAicn pr^iiminaire intemational (fonnulaire PCTyiPEA/416) 


Demands Internationale No. 
PCTFR 03)01 853 


Date du ddp6t international QouMnoisJknn^e) Date de priority QourAnois^uin^e) 
18.06.2003 19.06.2002 



Classification Internationale des brevets (CiB) ou k la fois classification nationale et CIB 
E06B3>54 



Ddposant 

SAINT-GOBAIN GLASS FRANCE et al. 



Le present rapport d'exannen pr^liminaire international, ^tabli par radnninlstaration ctiarg^e de Texannen pr^liminaire 
international, est transmis au dSposant conform^ment k rarticle 36. 



2. Ce RAPPORT comprend 5 feuilles, y compris la pr^sente feuille de couverture. 



□ II est accompagn§ d*ANNEXES, c'est-^-dire de feuilles de la description, des revendicatlons ou des desslns qui 
ont §t§ modlfl^es et qui servant de base au present rapport ou de feuilles contenant des rectifications faites 
aupr&s de radmlnistratlon charg6e de I'exanrien pr^limlnalre international (voir la r^gle 70.16 et rinstructton 607 
des Instructions admlnlstratives du PCT). 

Ces annexes comprennent feuilles. 



v3.- > Le present rapport contlentdes indlcatlons.et les pages correspondante& relatives aux points suivants. :. , 



1 


[a 


Base de Topinion 


II 


□ 


Priority 


III 


□ 


Absence de formulation d'opinlon quant k la nouveaut§, ractivltd Inventive et la 
possibility d'appilcatlon industrielie 


IV 


□ 


Absence d'unite de I'lnvention 


V 


la 


Declaration motlv^e seion la rdgle 66.2(a)(li) quant k la nouveautd, ractivit6 Inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielie; citations et explications k Tappui de cette declaration 
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Irregularites dans la demande Internationale 
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Observations relatives k la demande Internationale 
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Intematlonale 

20.08.2003 


Date d'achdvement du present rapport 
06.07.2004 


Nom et adresse postals de I'adminstration chargee de I'examen 
preilminaire Intematlonal 

^ Office europeen des brevets 

D-80298 Munich 
JW) T^l. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

^ Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Fonctlonnaire autorlse 
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I. Base du rapport 

1 . En ce qui concerne las elements de la demande intemationale (les feuilles de remplacement qui ont 6t4 

remises a I'office r6cepteuren r6ponse a une invitation faite confonvement ^ I'articie 14 sont consider6es, dans 
Is present rapport , comme "initialement dSposees" et ne sont pas jointes en annexe au rapport puisqu'elles ne 
contiennent pas de modifications (regies 70. 16 et 70.17)) : 



Description, Pages 

1 -8 telles qu*initialement deposees 
Revendications, No. 

1-25 telles qu'lnitialennent depos§es 
Dessins, Feuilles 

1/8-3)3 telles qu'initialement depos6es 

2. En ce qui concerne la langue, tous les elements indiqu§s ci-dessus 6taient k la disposition de I'administration 
ou lui ont et^ remis dans la langue dans laquelle la demande intemationale a ete dSposee, sauf indication 
contraire donn^e sous ce point. 

Ces elements dtaient k la disposition de radministration ou lui ont 6\6 remis dans la langue suivante: .qui est: 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche intemationale (selon la rdgle 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande intemationale (selon la rdgle 48.3(b)}. 

□ la langue de la traduction remise aux fins de I'examen prdliminaire intemationale (selon la regie 55.2 ou 
65:3). ' * ' ' ........ ,.v-^^. 

3. En ce qui concerne les sequences de nucleotides ou d'acide aminesdivulguees dans la demande 
intemationale (le cas echSant), I'examen prSliminaIre Intemationale a 6X6 effectue sur la base du listage des 
sequences : 

□ contenu dans la demande intemationale, sous forme ecrite. 

□ ddposd avec la demande Intemationale, sous forme ddchiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ult6rieurement k I'administration, sous forme 6crite. 

□ remis ult§rieurement k radministration, sous forme d6chiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences par ecrit et fourni ulterieurement ne va pas au-dela 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que d^posee, a 6X6 fournie. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistr^es sous d6chlffrable par ordinateur sont identiques 
a celles du listages des sequences Presente par dcrit, a ete fournie. 

4. Les modifications ont entratne Tannulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 
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5. □ Le present rapport a 6\e formule abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont ete considerees 

comma allant au-del^ de Texpos^ de I'lnvention tel qu'il a 6i6 d^posS, comme il est indiqu§ ci-apres (r&gle 
70.2(c)) : 

(T oute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit Stre indiqu6e au point 1 
et annex6e au present rapport.) 

6. Observations complementaires, le cas echeant : 



V. Declaration motivee selon rarticie 35(2) quant k la nouveaute, i'actlvlte inventive et ia possibilite 
d'appiication industrielle; citations et explications a i'appui de cette declaration 

1. Declaration 

Nouveauti Oui: Revendications 1-25 

Non: Revendications 
Activity inventive Oui: Revendications 1-25 

Non: Revendications 
Possibilite d'appiication industrielle Oui: Revendications 1-25 

Non: Revendications 

2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille separee 
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Concernant le point V 

Declaration motivee selon la regie 66.2(a)(ii) quant k la nouveaute, ractivite 
Inventive et la possibilite d'appllcation industrielle; citations et explications a 
Tappui de cette declaration 

1 . II est fait reference au document suivant: 
D1 : FR-A-2 739 406, cite dans la demande 

2. Le document D1 , qui est considere comme representant Tetat de la technique le 
plus pertinent, divulgue (voir abrege et figures 1-3; les references entre 
parentheses s'appliquent a ce document): 

Un systeme de fixation d*un panneau (13) de materiau fragile a une structure 
porteuse (6), comprenant au moins une attache ponctuelle en prise avec au 
moins une premiere zone de contact realisee dans ce panneau (13). 

L'objet de la revendlcation 1 diff^re de ce dispositif connu en ce que: 

Ladite attache ponctuelle comporte une premiere partie d'ancrage au niveau 
d'une premiere zone de contact et une deuxieme partie d'ancrage au niveau d'une 
deuxieme zone de contact situe sur le panneau. Les premiere et deuxieme parties 
d'ancrage etant d'une part relives par au moins un dispositif.de r^glage adapte 
pour mettre en appui les premiere et deuxieme parties d'ancrage centre 
respectlvement les premier et deuxieme zones de contact et d'autre part, sltu^es 
dans le plan du panneau. 

L'objet de la revendlcation 1 est done nouveau (article 33(2) PCT). 

3. Dans le document D1 le systeme de fixation est positionne selon une direction 
perpendlculaire au plan du panneau, generant de ce fait un espace 
supplSmentaire entre la structure porteuse et le plan du panneau. Cette 
implantation en saillie par rapport au plan du panneau induit un moment qui nuit a 
la perennite de la fixation. 

Le probieme que se propose de resoudre la pr^sente est done d'eviter Tinduction 
d'un moment sur la fixation. 
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Situer les deux zones d'ancrage dans le plan du panneau dirige les efforts 
r6sultant de la fixation a la structure porteuse dans le plan du panneau et 6vite 
done rinduction d'un moment. 

La modification proposee n'est pas suggeree dans Tetat de la technique et n'en 
d^coule pas a I'evidence. 

L'objet de la revendication 1 est par consequent inventif (article 33(3) PCT). 

4. Les revendications 2 a 22 etant dependantes de la revendication 1 , leurs objets 
sont ^galement nouveaux et inventifs. 

5. Uobjet de revendications 23 a 25 est aussi nouveau et Implique une activite 
inventive car il concerne une application incorporant un systeme de fixation seion 
I'une des revendications 1 k 22. 

6. Les objets des revendications 1 a 25 sont susceptibles d'application industrielle 
(article 33(4) PCT). 

Remarques additionnelles 

7. La revendication 17 est consideree comme dependante de la revendication 13. 

8. Uobjet de la revendication 25 est considere comme incluant un systeme de 
fixation selon quelconque des revendications 1 a 22. 
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